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Eﬀects of Religious Practice on Crime Rates
Metropolitan areas with high rates of congregational membership and areas with high levels of
religious homogeneity tend to have lower homicide and suicide rates than other metropolitan areas.1)
States with more religious populations tend to have fewer homicides and fewer suicides.2) Religious
attendance is associated with direct decreases in both minor and major forms of crime and deviance,
to an extent unrivalled by government welfare programs.3) There is a 57 percent decrease in
likelihood to deal drugs and a 39 percent decrease in likelihood to commit a crime among the young,
black inner city population if they attend religious services regularly.4)
In a major national survey of adolescents, a 6 percent reduction in delinquency was associated with a
one-point increase on an index that combined adolescents’ frequency of religious attendance with
their rating of religion’s importance.5) Each unit increase in a mother’s religious practice is associated
with a 9 percent decline in her child’s delinquency. The adolescents at lowest risk for delinquency
typically have highly religious mothers and are themselves highly religious.6)

1.1 Related American Demographics
Children who attend religious services at least weekly are more likely to have positive social
development than those who never attend religious services.7) According to the Adolescent Health
Survey (Wave I), adolescents who worship at least weekly are less likely to be repeat shoplifters than
those who worship less frequently.8) (See Chart)

Similarly, adolescents who worship at least weekly are less likely to steal than those who worship less
frequently.9) (See Chart).
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The 1997 National Longitudinal Survey of Youth showed that 15 percent of those who attended
religious services at least once per week committed assault, compared to 17 percent of those who
attended more than once a month, 21 percent of those who attended less than monthly, and 22
percent of those who never attended.10) (See Chart Below)

Correspondingly, those who frequently attend religious services are less likely to be arrested.
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According to the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, only 5 percent of youths who currently attend
weekly religious services have ever been arrested, followed by those who attend one to three times a
month (7 percent), those who attend less than once a month (10 percent), and those who never
attend church (11 percent).11) (See Chart Below)
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This entry draws heavily from 95 Social Science Reasons for Religious Worship and Practice and Why
Religion Matters Even More: The Impact of Religious Practice on Social Stability.
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