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Eﬀects of Community Environment on Child
Abuse
Some communities have much higher rates of child abuse than others. In these communities,
marriage is less common, individual families are more isolated, alcohol abuse is widespread,1) and
drug traﬃcking is high.2) Although men who are abusive tend to be so whether drunk or sober, the
abuse is more predictable when they are drunk.3) There is an acceptance among men in high-abuse
communities that abusing women is normal, even condoned.4) Family income in these communities
generally is less than $15,000 per year. In addition, vacant housing5) and transience are high.6)
Within these communities, stable marriages are being replaced by unstable “families” characterized
by frequent changes of partners. For a mother, this results in greater stress and isolation from family
and neighbors.7) Frequent family changes also result in frequent role changes for adults in the
household, leading to more confusion and more stress for the entire family.8) The neighborhood has
an increasing number of third- and fourth-generation out-of-wedlock children who are in poorer
health, have lower levels of education and intelligence, achieve less success in school and on the job,
and exhibit rising rates of drug addiction, crime, welfare dependence, and out-of-wedlock teen
births.9)) There is evidence in the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, conducted by the U.S.
Departments of Labor and HHS that these patterns are compounding from generation to generation.10)
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This entry draws heavily from The Child Abuse Crisis: The Disintegration of Marriage, Family, and the
American Community.
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